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Equality 

Equity



Equality doesn’t mean equity



Equity in education is the right to a fair 
and inclusive educational system that 
ensures access to a high quality 
education and provides opportunities 
for personalised learning, personal 
and social development



Equity in education is the right to a fair and 
inclusive educational system that ensures access 
to a high quality education and provides 
opportunities for personalised learning, personal 
and social development

Fair education is a universal right 
that guarantees every child to 
achieve their highest individual 
potential

Inclusion is related to learners with SEN, socioeconomic status or are 
newcomers. An inclusive school responds to the learners’ needs in all 
areas of school life. Staff must be able to deal with these needs through 
personalised education, additional support and resources ensuring well-
being, achievement and the development of learner aspirations

Access is the right to a 
high quality education 
which provides a wide 
v a r i e t y o f l e a r n i n g 
opportunities to support 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
academic attainment and 
the socioemotional skills 
needed for the learner to 
take their place in modern 
society

Opportunity in education is 
the possibility for learners 
to develop themselves 
through a wide range of 
chances to reach their 
maximum potential, both 
personally and socially

Personalised learning is 
a process taking into 
account the context of 
the learner (including 
personal characteristics 
and social and cultural 
background) in order to 
achieve the opt imal 
progress ( sk i l l s and 
personal development)

Pe r s o n a l a n d s o c i a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t i s t h e 
process in which every 
learner should achieve 
their own goals through 
activities in order to 
empower their wellbeing 
and self-confidence





What is a 
disadvantaged 
student?

-
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Disadvantaged 
students are those 
whose family, social, 
or economic 
circumstances 
hinder their ability to 
learn at school.

-
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Reducing school failure pays off for both society and individuals. It can 
also contribute to economic growth and social development. Indeed the 
highest performing education systems across OECD countries are those 
that combine quality with equity. Equity in education means that 
personal or social circumstances such as gender, ethnic origin or family 
background, are not obstacles to achieving educational potential (fairness) 
and that all individuals reach at least a basic minimum level of skills 
(inclusion). In these education systems, the vast majority of students have 
the opportunity to attain high level skills, regardless of their own 
personal and socio-economic circumstances. 

Across OECD countries, almost one of every five students does not reach a 
basic minimum level of skills to function in today’s societies (indicating 
lack of inclusion). Students from low socio-economic background are 
twice as likely to be low performers, implying that personal or social 
circumstances are obstacles to achieving their educational potential 
(indicating lack of fairness). Lack of inclusion and fairness fuels school 
failure, of which dropout is the most visible manifestation – with 20% of 
young adults on average dropping out before finalising upper secondary 
education.



How can we help disadvantaged students?

Avoid system level 
policies conducive 

to school and 
student failure 

Help disadvantaged 
schools and students 

improve 



Eliminating system level obstacles to equity will improve equity and benefit 
disadvantaged students, without hindering other students’ progress. 

Avoid system level 
policies conducive 

to school and 
student failure 

• Avoid early tracking

• Avoid segregation in school choice

• Make funding strategies responsive to needs

• Equivalent pathways in upper secondary

• Eliminate grade repetition



Schools with higher proportions of disadvantaged students are at 
greater risk of challenges that can result in low performance 

• Stimulate a supportive school climate and 
environment for learning

• Attract, support and retain high quality 
teachers 

• Ensure effective classroom learning 
strategies 

• Prioritise linking schools with parents and 
communities 

• Stregthen and support school leadership

Help disadvantaged 
schools and students 

improve 
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Stimulate a 
supportive 
school climate & 
environment for 
learning

Help disadvantaged schools and students improve 



Stimulate a 
supportive 
school climate & 
environment for 
learning

-Prioritise the development of positive 
teacher-student and peer relationships;  

-Promote the use of data information systems 
for school diagnosis to identify struggling 
students and factors of learning disruptions;  

-Adequate student counselling, mentoring to 
support students and smoother their 
transitions to continue in education.  

-Alternative organisation of learning time

Help disadvantaged schools and students improve 



Ensure 
effective 
classroom 
learning 
strategies 

Help disadvantaged schools and students improve 



Ensure 
effective 
classroom 
learning 
strategies 

-Promote the use of a balanced combination 
of student-centred instruction with aligned 
curricular and assessment practices.  

-Use diagnostic tools and formative and 
summative assessments to monitor children’s 
progress and ensure they are acquiring good 
understanding and knowledge.  

-Ensure that schools follow a curriculum 
promoting a culture of high expectations and 
success.

Help disadvantaged schools and students improve 



Prioritise 
linking schools 
with parents & 
communities 

Help disadvantaged schools and students improve 



Prioritise 
linking schools 
with parents & 
communities 

-Prioritise the links with parents and communities 
and improve their communication strategies to 
align school and parental efforts.  

-Target parents who are more difficult to reach  

-Identify and encourage individuals from the 
same communities to mentor students.  

-Build links with the communities around the 
school, both business and social stakeholders. 

-Promote after-school programmes.

Help disadvantaged schools and students improve 



What is a  
learning ecology?

Learning ecosystem



“People learn from the contexts, relationships and resources 
of our environment and, depending on the implications of 
each one, new possibilities for learning are created. This 
context is the reality of each person and shapes a learning 
ecology, which is nourished by our own social environment”

(Guitert, 2013; Sangrà, González-Sanmamed i Guitert, 2013; Sangrà i Guitert, 2012)

Learning ecology



Learning ecologies
are conditioned by how we learn

Long life learning Ubiquity of digital 
technologies 

Life and social skills

PERSONALIZED LEARNING ITINERARIES



http://www.sproutlabs.com.au/blog/a-learning-ecosystem-model/

Learning ecology

http://www.sproutlabs.com.au/blog/a-learning-ecosystem-model/


Learning ecology

What is my 
learning 
ecology 
made of?



Group task

How can you 
enrich your 
students’ 
learning 
ecology?



Group task

1

2

Think of the learning ecology of your students. 
Use the different elements in the image we 
have used and adapt it to your students. 

3

Build a mind map using the following categories: 
pathways, gardeners, hothouses, streams, foundations.

How can you enrich your students’ learning ecosystem?
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